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	PHD THESIS ABSTRACT

	Zweifelskonzepte im Frühchristentum: Dipsychia und Oligopistia im Rahmen menschlicher Dissonanz- und Einheitsvorstellungen in der Antike (NTOA/StUNT 122), Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 2019.
https://www.vandenhoeck-ruprecht-verlage.com/51024/zweifelskonzepte-im-fruehchristentum 
(Concepts of Doubt in Early Christianity: Dipsychia and Oligopistia in the Context of Imaginations on Human Dissonance and Unity in Antiquity)
· originally submitted as Dipsychia und Oligopistia als frühchristliche Zweifelskonzepte im Rahmen menschlicher Dissonanz- und Einheitsvorstellungen in der Antike.
· Supervised by Prof Dr Petra von Gemünden
· Defended in 2017; examiner committee: Prof Dr Petra von Gemünden, Prof Dr Dr.h.c. mult. Gerd Theißen, Prof Dr Bernd Oberdorfer
English abstract:
The concept of ‘two souls’ in the Epistle of James and the concept of ‘little faith’ in the Gospel of Matthew react to the circumstance that a Christian existence may lead to dissonant experiences and behaviour, and even to doubt. First documented in Early Christian writings, the words dípsychos and oligópistos represent new variants of intrapersonal self-interpretations. To clarify this novelty, phenomena relating to dissonance are analysed and differentiated in figurative, philosophical, metaphorical, mythical, and allegorical texts. Articulations of inner dissonance in the pre-Christian era and of the New Testament environment serve to explain in what ways a person may deviate from the ideal of personal unity and how to deal with this problem: In Greek philosophical texts reason has to dominate antagonistic emotional impulses. In the Hebrew Bible, however, all aspects and physical entities of man are to be aligned with God as the external centre. Early Jewish writings demand the overcoming of conflicts between reason and passions, drawing on Greek ideas, or assume opposing spirits within man and ask to abide by the impulses of the godly spiritual forces. In both the Greek as well as the biblical tradition, doubt as a specific form of inner dissonance increases in significance in the Hellenistic era. New Testament writings document new words in order to express intrapersonal dissonance due to the challenges of the emerging Christian faith. The concept of ‘two souls’ in the Epistle of James and the concept of ‘little faith’ in the Gospel of Matthew can be understood as innovative notions of doubt in antiquity.
This study is set out to be a text-oriented contribution to Historical Psychology and aims at displaying the diversity surrounding inner dissonance of man in antiquity. 
(approx. 175,000 words)
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